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Press Announcement 
For Immediate Release
New Data on Teen Pregnancy Shows Success with School-Aged

Youth yet Room for Improvement

On Tuesday December 1, 2009 the State Campaign released the newest teen pregnancy data. For the fourth year in a row, the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control reported an increase in teen pregnancy rates for teens in South Carolina. According to the 2007 statistics, the overall rate of teen pregnancy in South Carolina increased by 2% between 2006 and 2007. Since 2004 the overall teen pregnancy rate among ages 10-19 has increased by 10%. Much of this increase is due to increasing rates among 18-19 year olds who account for two-thirds of all teen pregnancies in the state.

For Aiken County, the news is good. Aiken has experienced its first decline in teen pregnancies for the first time in four years. According to the 2007 data, the overall teen pregnancy rate decreased in Aiken County by 1.4% with the total number of teen pregnancies dropping from 358 in 2006 to 337 in 2007. Adding to the good news, after several years of increasing rates among the 15-17 year old population, Aiken County experienced an 8% drop, the largest decrease ever, going from a rate of 36.0 in 2006 to a rate of 27.9 in 2007. Unfortunately, it is not all good news. After experiencing a decrease in teen pregnancy among the 18-19 year old population in 2006, the latest data revealed a 2% increase going from a rate of 115 to 117.3 (per 1000 population). 

“Anytime I see a decrease in our numbers I am excited, however, I am also cautiously excited” stated Susan Meehan Executive Director of Aiken Youth Empowerment. “This is Aiken’s first drop in 4 years, it is not a trend. I’ll be more excited when I see another drop and we start to see a decreasing trend in the number of teen pregnancies in Aiken County.”  “Over the past 5 years we have really targeted the younger population with our intervention efforts and it feels good to see some positive results of our hard work” said Meehan
When analyzing the data it is clear that most teen pregnancy prevention efforts target school age youth ages 15-17 years old. We are now seeing the positive outcomes of this investment with some of the lowest rates ever in this age group.  However, Aiken has also joined the state in an increasing trend of teen pregnancy among 18-19 year olds who account for 2/3's of our county's teen pregnancies. 
Aiken Youth Empowerment agrees with the SC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy assessment in that the data trends send two very clear messages. First, the investment that has been made in preventing teen pregnancy among school-aged youth has been successful and should be continued. Secondly, a new commitment must be made to older youth whose teen pregnancy rates are increasing.

 “Success reducing teen pregnancy rates requires a sustained investment in programs and approaches that have been shown by research to be effective,” according to Forest Alton Executive Director of the SC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. Research has documented what’s effective – comprehensive, medically accurate and age-appropriate information on abstinence and contraception for youth who are sexually active. As a county and a state we must recommit ourselves to the teens of South Carolina, both young and old.
For more information on Aiken Youth Empowerment visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.aikenyouthempowerment.org" �www.aikenyouthempowerment.org�











