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Winning the Battle: Teen Birth Rates in South Carolina Hit All-Time 

Low 

Teen birth rates in South Carolina have hit an all time low for a third consecutive year. 

Information released by the Department of Health and Environmental Control shows a decline in 

teen birth rates throughout the state.   Teen birth rates for ages 15 to19 year olds of 42.6 per 

1,000, correlating to a 13 percent decline from 2009-2010 and improving its ranking from 

eleventh to twelfth in the nation. South Carolina has seen a 26 percent decline in the teen birth 

rates over the last decade. South Carolina has improved its ranking to twelfth in the nation.  

Aiken County’s statistics show both increases and decreases.  Overall the county’s teen birth 

rate decreased, but not at the same rate as the state. From 2009 to 2010, the teen birth rate in 

Aiken County decreased by 3 percent resulting in a total of 257 teen births for the year. The 

teen birth rate for 18 to19 year olds did not change; it remained at 83.2 per 1000 population. 

However the birth rate birth rate for 15 to17 year olds declined by 9 percent to a rate of 22 per 

1000. Overall, the teen birth rate in Aiken County has decreased by 19 percent over the last 

decade.  

Susan Meehan, Executive Director of Aiken Youth Empowerment, stated that “We are seeing 

positive progress, especially among our 15 to 17 year old population. But if we want to see the 

dramatic decreases that the state as a whole has seen, we need to do a better job of 

recognizing teen pregnancy as a problem in our community and take more pro-active steps to 

prevent it.”  

Experts suggest a variety of reasons for the decrease in rates. Three main ideas are that teens 

are making more responsible decisions. Today’s teens are choosing abstinence at a higher 

frequency.  For those who are choosing to have sex are using contraceptives more consistently 

than the teens of the 1990s. Secondly, teen pregnancy is currently seen as a critical issue. In a 

recent statewide survey, 95 percent of South Carolina’s adults agreed that teen pregnancy is an 

important issue.  Nearly 85 percent admitted to having supported school-based sexuality 

education. The third idea suggests that there is a culture of openness that exists in today’s 

society that was not present in the past. Teen pregnancy is being discussed more frequently in 

the media and in turn, is being discussed in young people’s homes. In fact, over 75 percent of 

South Carolina’s high school students reported that their parents have talked to them about 

expectations surrounding sexual behaviors.  

Meehan stated that “the work that Aiken Youth Empowerment has doing in the community over 

the past decade has truly made a difference in decreasing the number of teen births in Aiken 
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County. I believe we will continue to see a decline, if we invest in educating our youth, parents 

and other caring adults through school based programs, churches and other community 

organizations.” 

 

MORE  
South Carolina 

 19 teens (age 15-19) give birth every day. 

 12th highest teen birth rate in the nation among 15-19 year old females. 

 6,847 15-19 year olds gave birth in 2010. 

 26% of teens who gave birth in 2010 were already teen parents. 

 71% of all teen births occurred among 18-19 year olds in 2010. 

 20% of teen pregnancies reported in 2009 ended in abortion. 

 57% of high school students report they have had sex. 

 89% of 2009 pregnancies among 15-17 year olds and 64.3% of 2009 pregnancies among 

18-19 year olds were unintended. 
 

 From 2009 to 2010, the teen birth rate decreased 13%, the largest year-to-year decline 

ever. 

 During a ten year period, the teen birth rate dropped by 26%. 

 

 In 2009 teen child bearing costs Aiken County taxpayers $7,601,100. Costs to South 

Carolina annually, approximately $180 million. 
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Teen Pregnancy in South Carolina: A Snapshot 

 

Winning the Battle: An in-depth look into the reasons behind the decline 

http://www.aikenyouthempowerment.org/file_download/c7623a1c-5853-4675-9d18-2c45ace1ac8b
http://www.teenpregnancysc.org/uploads/2012%20Teen%20Pregnancy%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.teenpregnancysc.org/uploads/Simply%20Stated%20-%20Winning%20the%20Battle%20-%20Teen%20Birth%20Data%202010.pdf

